1909]             A Visit from the Franz Ferdinands

Russian Ambassador in Rome, who made his Court under-
stand it was high time this visit took place.

Berlin, i^th November, 1909.

Few people are back in town. The shopkeepers and people
in Society are complaining of the general and exaggerated
rise in prices which is making life in Berlin more impossible
every day. The Court are at Potsdam where the Archduke
Franz Ferdinand and his wife, the new Highness, Sophie
Chotek, are to be received. I consider this invitation and
reception most imprudent on account of their false position,
the outcome of this morganatic marriage. It will create an
impression that we are anxious, nay ready, to encourage a
union on the day when her husband will want to share his
throne with his wife. And that this day will come no-one
in Austria doubts. The Archduke is to have four days'
shooting with the Emperor during which time his wife will
remain alone with the Empress. Picture the conversation of
this Ultramontane Catholic with that pietistic Protestant !
A propos of this it seems the Protestants are beside themselves
over the ecclesiastical taxes which we have to pay now.
They no longer go to Church saying that they don't believe
in it after all. You see the splendid results obtained by the
Empress and Mirbach. The Catholics also have to pay these
taxes but they resign themselves to this and don't desert.

Parliament will be opened on November soth when Beth-
rnjmn will outline his policy. Up to the present he's kept
quiet, which I think shows his wisdom. Notwithstanding
it's the anniversary of those unhappy sessions of last year
criticising the Emperor, the latter is going back to Prince
Furstenburg to spend some days indulging in those pleasures
which the Prince knows so well how to provide for him. I
tremble to think of what a tactless press will say.
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